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CLAIM AMEff f: 4ENTS 

1. (Original) A method of prepajr: iig a coated optical fiber for 
coupling to a face of an optical devj|c ^, comprising: 

(a) placing the coatecl fiber aoh hat it extends through a 
stripping station, a cleaning 3tatioi| md a cleaving station, 

(b) bringing a atrippeir at the |t ripping station into engagement 
with the fiber, 

(c) effecting relative; motion b4t iveen the fiber and the stripping 
station, the cleaning station and th^ Heaving station lengthwise of 
the fiber, whereby the coating is strjk; fped from a >iedial length 
segment of the fiber as said medial Ijis: gth segment passes through the 
stripping station, 

(d) activating a cleaning devicd it the cleaning station and 
thereby cleaning fragments Of coatingjii aterial from said medial length 
segment of the fiber as said medial l|] gth segment passes through the 
cleaning station, 

(e) deactivating the cleaning deiy .ce and discontinuing stripping, 

(f ) positioning the filler with sj^ ,d medial length segment of 
fiber at the cleaving station, and 

(g) cleaving the fiber iwi thin sa|i I. medial length segment, thereby 
providing the fiber with a freshly cl|c yed end region. 



2, (Original) A method: iaccording 
activating the cleaning devibe includes 
the vicinity of the fiber. :: 

3, (Original) A method iaccordingj; 
a flow of gas at the stripping statioil, 
is stripped from the fiber As the f±b4x 
station is entrained in the flow of g^s 



4. (Original) A method [according 
removing the optical fiber 80 that it 
stripping station, the cleaning staticir 
placing a second coated fiber so that 
station, the cleaning station and the 
steps (b) - (g) . 



9 claim 1, wherein the step of 
creating ah electric arc in 



o claim 1, comprising inducing 
whereby coating material that 
passes through the stripping 
and removed from the fiber. 



o 



claim 1, ifurther comprising 
longer extends through the 
and the cleaving station, 
extends through the stripping 
■cleaving station, and repeating 
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5. (Original) A method according 
eleccrostatic charge from at least the 
fiber. 



6. (Original) A method according 
step (a) , removing electrostatic charl^ 
region of the coated fiber. : 



i; 

7. (Original) A method; according :o claim 1, further comprising; 
(h) cleaving the fiber; within s4i i medial length segment, thereby 



to Claim 1,; comprising removing 
free end region of the coated 



to claim 1, . comprising, before 
i from at least the free end 



8, (Original) A method i according 
coupling the fiber to the faice of the? 
Station, and testing the fibfer using 



according! 
iupatream <bj 
it he clamp 



9. (Original) A method 
includes gripping the fiber 
using a clamp and advancing 
thereby advancing the freshly cleaved 
and the method further comprises cutt 
clamp, releasing the cut end. segment 6i 
removing the cut end segment:. 



o claim 7, .further comprising 
t>tical device at the test 
optical device. 



tl e 



nd 



10. (Original) A method according 
optical fiber is a test fibet, the opti-i 
connected to a test instrument, step 
cleaved end of the test fiber into 
buffer fiber, and the method^ further 
using the test instrument. 



{i 



alic im 



11. (Original) A method according 
comprise© applying tension to the fre^; 
thereby pulling the fiber through the b 
station and the cleaving station. \ 



ved end region^ and 



providing the fiber with a ifreshly clbu 

(i) coupling the freshly cleave4; snd region of the fiber to a 
Le^t station* ' * 



;o claim 7, wherein step (i) 
said medial length segment 
the downstream direction and 
region to the test station, 
the fiber upstream of the 
the fiber from the clamp and 



to claim 7, wherein the coated 
1 device is a buffer fiber 
includes bringing the freshly 
ent with an end region of the 
ises testing the test fibex^ 



die ftpr 



to claim 1,. wherein step (c) 
?nd region of the fiber and 
ripping station, the cleaning 
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12. (Original) A method accordi|i| 
gripping the free end region of the 4iper 
signal representative of tetiaion in tjh * 
at which the fiber is gripped. I 



13, (Original) A method accordiilc 
comprises continuing to pull the fibtsjr 
segment of fiber is at the ^cleaving s|t 



14 . (Original) A method accordiric 
(h) cleaving the fiber: within ss^i 
providing the fiber with a ifreehly 



clfe, ved 



15, (Original) A method accordirfg 
applying tension to the freiei end regibi 
and (h) , and wherein step (h) compris^ 
free end region of the fiber is under 



tripgi ig 



16 • (Original) Apparatus for prejp 
coupling to a face of an optical devi<|< 

a stripper at a stripping statiojti 

a cleaner at a cleaning station/!; 

a cleaver at a eleaviny station,! 

at least one clamp for iselectivejl; 
a fiber that extends though. the & 
station and the cleaving station, and 

a control means for controlling 
following operations; 

activate the clamp to 9;rip the 

activate the stripper to engage 

move the clamp in a direction to I 
pull the fiber through the stripping 
material from a medial length . segment lb 

activate the cleaning dbvice andi 
coating material from said niedial lengijt 
medial length segment passes | through 

deactivate the cleaning device. 



to claim 11, comprising 

and developing an electrical 
fiber upstream of the location 



to claim li, wherein step (f) 
Until said medial length 
tion. 



to claim i^. further comprising: 
i. medial length segment, thereby 
end region • 



to claim 14, comprising 
of the fiber between steps (g) 
cleaving the fiber while the 
ension. 



ring a coat^ed optical fiber for 
f said apparatus comprising: 



gripping a: free end region of 
station, the cleaning 



tl e apparatus, to perform the 



ft* e 



tl e 



end region of the fiber, 
fiber, 

a ?ply tension to the fiber to 
ion and strip coating 
the fiber/ 
t lereby clean fragments of 

segment of the fiber as said 
cleaning station. 
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t. 



continue to move the dlamp in 
length segment of fiber ia kt the 
apply tension to the trbdial 
while the medial length segment 
cleaving the fiber within a^id medialj 
providing the fiber with a ^freshly 

move the clamp in said; direction 



end region of the fiber to 



17-36 (Canceled) 



s^: d direction until said medial 
cldia|^ing station, 

segment of the fiber, 
the fiber; is under tension, 
ength segment, thereby 

end region, and 
o advance the freshly cleaved 



len^t h 



< f 



clie Lved 



a couplingi; 



37, (Previously Presented) a m^tjhtd 
©tep (c) comprises effecting said reli 
electrical signal and step tg) comprint 
control of an electrical sig^nal . 



tat ion . 



acaording 
ive motion 
B cleaving 



to claim 1, wherein 
under control of an 
the fiber under 
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